


CINDER, Volume 1 #6, is edited and published by Lavry Williams, 74 MNaple Rd.,
Longneadow 6, Mass. I is a highly irregular fanzine, and rather infrequent
of late, Copies are available for CONTRIBUTION (Pleasel). letters of come
ment . ‘LI‘:’.dG {A11-For«All), or for money: i5¢ per copy; NO LONG-TERIH SUBSCRIP-.
TIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. This is FarBast Publication #i#. The lettering
above was done free nand beecause I was too lazy to lock for a suitable let
tering guide. And don't you dave ask me whers you can get a lettering

guide that does letters like the above. A kick in the bhind is payment

for such a question.

And please do send me some material. I hope to publish about forty
pages each vime, bubk I can®t without contributioms. So; if you don't send,
CINDER will become more infrequent than it already is. I'11 accept most
anything excepe stuff on comics. Oops! That last statement doesn't sound
oo good. I'1il accept most anything that I 1like. Send some material Boggs,
Aaydock. Jemmings (yes, that article you mentiomnsd m.]_‘l. do just ;:me) Deckw
anger. Wanskel, Wiilick, and a few others who I can®t think right this mom.
ent. And gw wrive letiers. I prefer them to money by far, although
each issue is cogting re all hell,
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it you?u 1ike xo you may consider the next issue (4#7( the evnm::.shs is%e I
doupt: it will be out in V‘ebruax'y {pur first anniversary) and I Soubt it will
be any thicker than this issue. But even if we don't announce our birthday
with an extraspaecial thedk issue. you can mavk on your ¢alerdar that as of
February CINDER is one year of age. and that #7 vill have Volume 2 #1 on it.

A8 here s to o Cingey in vour eye




In CINDER #5 the ediior ran a short article I urcte. He utilized his
editorial capacity vo cut parts of the letter ouwt. This &s of course
past practice for all fanzire and I mipght add, magazines., However, I feel,
that if an editor omits any naterial either from and arbicle or a leiter
for auy reason other than space limibation or grammer, and only omiis parts
of a paragraph or trend of thought, he is trying to suay his readers into
*’ohinking his way. He does this by creating folse inpressions, not through
what is aetually said, bub vhat isa’t s2id or omitbed,

First c>i’_aﬁi.?i.€ I vant to say in capital letters, COST OF REALM IS FlIVE
ISSUES FOR $i.00. Now I don'i care hou you cut the cake. it isn®t 25¢
a copyd

Woxt, Since I nave been throun into the FIRE (letiercol) T would like
to ansyer & Tew of the statements directed ot me.
1. BUCE COULSON ... I don't moil out copies of REALM o people who do not
request them, tith the exception of 10 copiss gent to various addresses
for veview or trades. It is true. that fandom doesni® care one usy or
the other about ne, but may I add that the f‘ee:‘_mg %8s mutuadt As for those
vho want to neke a p?'of_uc on material that isn'i worth reading: boy, donit
T know 1%. Ifve got & tuo foob stack of it sitting in the corner that I
loosely call fanzines for lack of a more approprisite name. I got them
every day from editors who wont to trade, True. seme I get ave very good;
SATA, TERROR, and YAIDRO, to name a few. Yes Buck. I read and like YAH-
DRO and I couldn®t carc less uwhether you like my xv,c.g o nov. 1t doosnii
natter as Hong as you consceut ©o SUaAD:

2, OBORCE WILLICK ... You svidently consider yourself a BiWF. Uould

some one out there plesse define BNF? ¥ow can you s:mrrl hin ouc from otherst
How is this honor obbtained? Say something nice about BNFX and everybody
takes 2 step forward, say something bad, ard there isn't any such thing a
a BF. 7Tell me Ceorge, whal has fardom o rather Bip Nawe Fandom given u
other than a Far out langusge a cut above the lingo of *‘ccday‘ teenage M
Words such as Fugghead, which no doubt was creaved to got arowxd posial
regstrictions on the othor four letter voré which is the cormm ane o the
one inferved. And please don't ¢all me lister Jack. Jack will do, unless
youire trying to be sarcasitic for one reascn or snother and then, if that
igs the case, there is nom_r-g T ¢an do., EN® and Fandom, are So geod . that
they are held in lou csteem by the majority of veday's stf magozine edi-
sors. This T can mrive, wmy frierd, Show me one editor who respects the
integrity and wisdom of fandom’s criticiem and ideas, other than Ackerman
and Showr, and 'L shou you o vho wouldn®t give them the time of daye

‘#UI (’J

cati?

This hevever can be discussed ab length, and is not relative to ol prew
sent discussion. I mwu‘ el believe. and I mean this sincerely. that fan-
gom: teday has done meve to B e1F than svy other single cause. And for
ehis 1 cen never forgive cheme
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So much for the letters. Nouw, if this editor had to rely on Zarndom
for support either financially or mworally. we wmould have gone dowa the
drain abour four issues back. Two~Thirds oi the people who subscribe to
REAIM have never heard of fandom. Y have learned since those early issues
of REALI! that there are certain uwnwritien igus that all novice editors
have to comply uith. In short, you produce THAIS type of fanzine, with THIS
type of material; and use TIIS e¢lique of fan artisis and writers. Be like
us or donit be at all,

Well. T'm not going o be 1ike you. I'm not uriting for your type of
avdience. I'm trying to reach a vhole neu group, a group of fandom didnit
gven know ezisted. O rather didn't care.

Fandom ¢rucified Polimer and che “Shaver liystery'. Now I don't care what
your feelings are, pro ¢ con on Shaver, it remains a FACT that it is the
biggest s¢f shory ever created. Those who rémember, those who were there
vhen it all startved, are uitnesses o the forgoing fact. Sales of AMAZING
stand as mute 'be.;‘b;rrorw to it's popularity. But tecause in his editorials,
he steppad on The toes of the alwighity god Ikrourt as BNF , vhey threw the book
at hin. "Iv wouldnit Le so bad,¥ they ¢ .Lazmg Uif he pr*eqemed it as ;.mc:x.c-n?
but to have the audacity to clm it is fact is acking too much of us

But wy f#fends, doesn'l every aucthor try to convinece the reader of the
plausibilivy of his {iction? If the reader scoffs before he oven begins
to read, that this is too fantastic to be real, then he uonit even start
the storyo But, if his sense of wonder is arpused. if he can say to him-
self that waybe just maybe, then he will read and enjoy. This &f course is
the prime purposgse of the creative aunthor.

Tyue, I'm a skeptic. I always have been, and T aluays will be. I have
vet o avtend a stf convencion, but will attend my first nexe year in Chi-
Cagoe Mo, I'n not E,ouw' there uich & c:hip ¢ my shouvicer. I'm not going
Jusk to mick fault if fevly there is. Rather, T went to see for nmyself, T
tant an honest appralsol. ard I feel that the oriy uay I can gey that is
to go cnd see for myself,

0f course, I3l have to ook fast, Tor I may got kicked ocvi by chose
©oes T have stepped on in d*e past Ffew yesrs. Come to think of ip. T think
I:11 have %o rack 2 wed Just in case I run imto sore hoi-heads vho uent to
pressure me inco & definite statement. In wvhich case, 1711 have Lo shoot
ny way oul

In the fivst weragraph Ccscio dmplies Thaot in his crifcle in $5, T cut
paris of it too change the wmeaning. Fe's vathers mislaken, I hasten to
aote, dJack swayed from the subject complevely, T cul abouo four pava.
graphs from the end of his article. In these four pavagraphs he discussed
in detail the price of the Sgturday Evening Posi, and scap suds o corn
flakss or something. I cas 0t rememcer What ot whis time. 111 say some-
'cmng, ab OLL the atove. L p inted vhe tole thing this vinme: tho last
four paragraphs shovldn v be L’ce“e~ Possibly che lasi Ph
Paght, huo & .f'

3 658 O oo ar N - ] z 3 B RN
2 20 Piaoeudous chiads o ciawcklie Lo read i
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FANTASY
COULSON

The July 1951 issue of FATE mogazine contained an article, "Oregon’s
Strange Whirlpool of Force" by John P. Bessor. This gas a fascinating
article (fans of tThe "AlecaiPresents! tw show should pick up some of
those early issues of FATE .. before it ran out of unusual icems and be-
ceme a soapbox for spiritualists it presented interesting m.terial) and
was also my introduetion to the "Gregon Vortex'.

fecording to the article, the Vortex is a spot midway between Med-
ford and Grants Pass, Oregon. where the workings of natural laws have
somehow become shori~circuited. Balls roll wphill. a susepnded plumb
line will have a bow in the middle of it, and individual’s (apparent)
heipght will change notlceably when he moves from one spet to another,
compasses refuse o work. ete. The explanation for all these untoward
events, according to the article. is a "shervical field &f force®, (Just
what a spherical field of Force has o do with height changes or even balls
rolling uphill is casually ignored.)

As T said. the article was interesting. but sines the “explanation®
came froém the ouner of the YHouse of Mystery" vhich stands on the spot
arg which 4is operaied as a Tourist attraction, with s small fee for obe
serving all this occult phenoména, I uas just a vee bil sceptical about
it all, However. aot feeling in the weed o drive ouit to Oregon to
check up. I simply filed the article with the mental reservation that if

et 1as in the area T'd do some imvesitigating.

Several years later. Juaniva and T were motoring thrnough Michigan's
Upper Peninsudi, in the vicinity of St. Xgrace, and befan noticing sigas
along the road. "Tuenty-iive miles to the Fystery Spoti?, ¥Pen Miles
to the Mystery Spotil, "Don’t liiss the lystery Spoti¥, etc, MNildly in.
trigued we kopt watching these until we came to one uthich simply said
IMystery Svoul® uith 2 big emphatic arrcir pointing to a little side road.
So we turned off, and came to z psevdo-northioodsy stand announcing that
thig was the M¥ystery Spot.

T nad had 2 vepue suspicion of uyhav we might find, and as soon ag 1
heard the spiel of the YguideW T knew vhat the Mysiery Spot was; an im-
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jeation of the one.ande.as-fave.asoi-knew-~only Oregon Vorcexz. Havwrally we
paid our fee and got in line for the vour.

To this day I don't know whather it was because I looked iike a rube
vho would believe anynhlnv or a sceptic who had to e convinced before
he ruined the show, butc for some reascn I was the sucker picked to de-
nonsirace about 90% of the "unusual effects® for the vest of the crowd.
At any rate, it gave me an igeal opportunity to szuny the effects: the rest
of the group was watching the demonstration. but X was participating,

The FPATE article had stated that visltors were allowed to cake phokos,
but the prop&ietors of the Fystery Spot weren't as broasdminded: all caw
meras had o be left ouvtside. This roused my suspicions right avay. The
first demonstraiicn tock pluce outdoors. Another tourist and T were asked
0 sitep on what looked like saued-off feaceposts. abouv 8 inces in Giameter,
which prouruaod from the ground a coupWe of inees. Bach of us stepped on
ourr post and the audidree was invited to compare out heights. Then we switch-
ed pOStu and another comparison was made. According o the ‘guide®, ow
relative helghts should have chanped when we changed posis. From che Ydme
sade there was an apparent change of an inch or £o. but since the ground uas-
ate parvicularly lsvel 1 dismissed it -~ the posis uere only a fcol or so
apary and they looked to be on a level, tai with the lrvregular ground I wasn't
convineed:

The remainder of the dewonstzalions took place in a ramshackie struce
ture built on the hillside back of the ccncessxon building. The orgginal
Vortex proprietor, accerding to the FATE article, expluained the buiidjng
as an old mining assay ofifice which had been bui.* rormally but had'slid
to its present positiown’ so that the floor was parailel to the siope and the
walils, of course, ti i3ted considersbly from the verticel. The Mystery Spot
ovners didn’t have any such plauvsible explanmation. Their House of liystery
vas alse builv with the “Toor parallel to the slove and the walls tllusd,
but the onlg explanation was vhat thot was the vey it vas built. teke it or
leave it. lefv iv; A% they buili it that way. they had 2 reason for ii
The reason shortiy beca e evgdenta o R

Inside . we were vor

- vhavithe field of foree! coused nnusual balancing
problems: vem were warn

D] co hang on to a railing conveniently provided
and told that we wmight svifer a Livtle disorientaiicn. The rail mav well
have been necessary for ccere people; the alOpe was stocep and it would have
el
B

been easy o lose one’s b . However, I've climbed arowad on barn
1o0fs uith anprowiltel the sgme slope and uhe feeling iz identicsl. and I
had no trouble standing up (ALd despite the Ypuide- gt atcerpw e cone
flnCL.dS that ve pere all tillted voward wmagnetic aorih by the ¥iield ef
Torcel. as near as T could tell. I was sianding perfectly straight c.
chough upri htness isn'i sasy vo check ihen you're in a tilted buiiding
with no reference points. )

We were allowved to taich o B

L rolied "uphill¥ on & plark placed againsti
ore uall. This wes the legsy ¢ .0
? ~

cing demeonstraticn. oo me; the wrick uas
1 anpeared o go wondll. bet cecually dida't.

i

Nl - SRS

che tilted 1ails co chat U
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The walls were made out of roube lumber, trith the boards rumning up ard
down dinscead of the nore normal crossirise position, in ¥uxm order to furs
thew the illusion; I don't think it would have fozled amyone a minute, o
therwise. We were also allowed to see a chain and veight "hanging at an
angle" =~ again, it was an optical illusion caused by the slanting walls.
The "guide" let me set the weight swinging to show that it stung farther to
one side than the other. It didn't. He also told us that if startved swing-
ing and then 1left alone, the chain and wight would not come to a stop but
vould swing farther and farther in one direction ¥&til it battered against
the wall on that side, He then halted the swinging before wex could ob-
serve the truth of this statemsni. A couple of other touwrists were asked to
L08s a ball back and forith over a parcition while the rest of us were told
that the ball would not go in a straight 1ine, but would fall %o one side

of where it was thrown. This one he didn't lot me in on; frustrating, bez
cause I cthink I could have Fouled him up beautifully. The rest of us had

o watch from an angle by the way: we weren't allouved to stand directly beh
hind the ball-tossers o observe things. The tossers thenselves said that
che ball apparently didn‘t go vhere they threw it, but I don‘t think they
were very obsservamnt-.

Then we went imco anotler room, and I participated in the one demonstra~
%ion that I have no explanation for. In this roon. a plank was set apgainsi
one wall, ai such an angle to the floor that it looked appromimately level
$o me. Another towrist and T were asked to mount the plank. one at each
end. We were told to look straight ahead, at each other, while the aud-
ience observed out apparent height. I'm about six Fost tall: the other man
was a bit shorters 57 9" or 5¢ {04, Standing on the end of that planic and
looking straight ahead, ry eyes centered on the middle of his chesi, Then
ve changed places and again looked suraight ahead: this time T was loolking
at a spot on the wall about a fool over his head. Xocording to Juanita,
who was in the auvdience, cur apparent heighv changed. from the viewpoint
of the auvdience, in the samo marmer as it did %o us. Then the other man
stepoed down and I vas asked to wallk briskly back and forth along the plank,
ard to report if it felt as though one end of the plank was higher than
the other, Tu certainly did; there was a definite "uphill¥ or fdoumhillM
Sensation, depending on which way T walked. However .. ard this is the
poinv thai bothers me «. the snd of the plank which was the *high'z accorde
ing To the gravitic pull was the "low! epd according ©o the visual 16
cord. Uhen I walled "uphilid alony the plank T was going toward the 3P0
from vhere I had stared at oy companianis chest; vhen I went Ydewmhalll T
vas pgoing towards yhe end of the plank from wvhich T had looked over his
head, I can assure you that itis an ueterly weird sensation to have your
eyes tell you one thing and your muscles acsert tho reverse.

After some more talk about additionali wonders, none of which were demon.
svrated, we all vmet back dowmnhill and were vurned loose in the concession
buiiding, where we would presumanly buy all sorts of souveniecr folders and
trinkets to comtemorate our unusual experiences while the ‘guide! siarted
nis speil Yor another groun which had graduvdadly gathered vhile our iittle
Torce took the grand tour vanita and T wdlked to our ear withoud sprend-
ing a nickel, wnich earnred 1 look Trom che provrictor
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Several yezrs 8.9(31‘, looking at the January, 1961 FATE on the newstand,

I noticed one of the items featured on the cover was tiv ed "So'lv.mg The
Mystery of the Qregon Vortex'. I promptly bought the issue; the lash time
Tive actually paid money for TATE, The author. Howard E, O.CTCSO'Q., used
texc and photos to effectively debunk the ”mystery"o It is, he says, all
opricel illusion. He offers an explarabtion for the height changes; the
cyes wend to follow definite reference lines, and when all refevence lines
ave at an angle a person who ic told to Ylook straight ahezd! will acive
2ily look a trifle up or dowm, oven though he believes that he is actually
folloving ovrders tok The letber.

iIn short, the various "vortexes" and "Wystery Spois! scattersd around the
navion {there are several of themy now a1l over the country) are beaubis
fuliy exectbted optical illusions. Oace again, psusdc-science has been put
to work to extract a profit from the gullible. But they have the same ate

racgticn as a cavnvial fun~house, and the added challon,g,e of & sw_g,c Mg
cnan. you know it's a erick, buv it's fun to try and figure out how il's
worked., I¥ you see oze of these places while youlfe on a trip. 2 touwr X
througn it may well be worth the wonsy.

s bs b Hlis bt ]




SHCORT FAN HISTORY : LEN MOFFAT

I bvegan resﬁing scieﬁce-fiction vay bock in the thirties. I donlt
vemember the aiacl yesr as ny introduction to oif began vith hard~cover
bodks hoyroved from my unele’s library. (Wells, Verne, Suift == both
Dean and Tom v~

I didn’t xnow that is was Yscience-fiction", bubk I have alvays bean
fascinaved by the fancastic. awd these bocks nelyeu to "siretch my im-
agination®, as the late EE Evans used to say.

Lebe in the thivties I discovered AMAZING STOEIES «. and fandom by
way of its Iettercol. I never wrote a letier 1o the editor, but I did
write Lo Bob Tueker. vwhe hag 2 letier in thav issue,; and reouesied a
sample copy of iE ZOMETE, _

In a maceer of months I was =eading (avd ur iting to) several fanzings.
incluvding Widaer's original FANPARE, Varneris SPACE BUAYS . Tuckerts lLeZ,
ard Ackerman's V0.

Yes, it uas Measier' for a Fan to find his o kird in those 4aysq
The p?onagu helped by hawing lettercols, and “fan sectionst,

Kail comtact didn’t seem enough, thOLﬂh ard I wished there wvere
clubs in wy avea (western Pemmsylvania) where I could conbtact other Sciw
suce« Ticion enthusiasts, ”here was & ¢lub in Pjuasourﬂh bt by the
time I heard of ic they weren 't vary active . and PLcLuoargn was forty
long wiles frow wy hometown. In those days, and in the east, fortl miles
uas considered a long trir for & young lad.

T eried to stare a club of my owm. bub it failed ac my friends a% that
time were not the least bit interesied inx stf. Thupe of them dad ate
vend che first -« and only -~ meeting at wy housc. but I couldnfi ship
ap any enthusiasm ameng Chem.

Then along came SU?S& SOTTRCE TAGAZIRR and its sponsership of the
The Science Fictliaoneers. 1 urgie my Fir bL i *tax

v 1
Pay
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n

.
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che club. and Drvu 1%1 heiped to organize a "local' chapter. The chaphér

wasn ¢ g0 “local' -~ ue callod i the Vesvera mnsylvania Scienee Fige
vigneers . A one vine it had abo&% 12 members  scattered over the uostern

o

part off the state. Ve did nanage Lo gnt uogcuhoz for neetings wouﬂhly
CRCe aE montn. I was claer thon. and able to travel to Cnarlefo', homg.
rovin of Blaine (Do) Duvmis whio nas the only other really actifan.

&3

Lype moper, oihoy thet myseif. {Pasil Wells was a member. but we Tiaought
" hiz a8 a pro. not an actifan.)
Yo intreouesd me to hocitegraphy, and I helped hlm.pale"% one o1 TUWD

ol

1geuey oI his Yapuine. SYELYLAR BALES. ILster I used hig phetopan to pro-
e che first chres issues of ny FAPA mag, MOONSEINE.

Doc was killed in Worldd War IT. and JY?L aivays remenmber him ag che {irs:
real fapn I ever mes, and & good fiiend tcos He was dovoied to stf and

fantasy, and had he suwrvived the war I'm swre he would be a top pro to-
day  considering his talent and enthusiasu.
- F folded vhea ¥ ent ““CL Lhe geivice, and dwdng the war ¥ didn't
w2 211 Bub 1 cemeined & merdar of FAPA w. without rublish.

rag. chapks wo g snecicl »diing coevering genbors in the servie. and 7 7e..
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ery man loved his neigabor and d2d unto others as he would have others

do unto himself.Bach man wors not for money so much as o serve humarne
ivy by making whatever he made as good and as fine as skilled erafimanship
could make it. TYou know, come to think of it, applied Christianity could
make a heaven of this earth right here if there were some uay to get all
manicind to start applying simultanesously.

XX EETRTAER

I Jjust finikshed reading Heinlein's STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND. And
really, this is one of the most thought provoking novels I've read by
Heinlein or any other sti author for that matier. The plet revolves around
a aunzn baby brought to adulthood by Fartians, and his strange psi and
esper pouers due to their training, and a really unique philosophy at
tributed to the llartians, One Martian word which I suspect will be used
in fandom for many years to come is Ygrok! meaning to study something
incensely enough and long enough to urderstand every aspect of this thing
and everything about it it's possible to know. Martians would think no-
thing of spending a couple of hundred years to learn enocugh about some-
thing to really Y“grok" it. Rather a strang Yoga-like Martian culture
postulated here. Ii's a Doubleday-Doran SF Book Club publication ire
cidentally ard thus most fans snould have it by this cime.

Another thing that seems the vogue in many postulations of the future
nowadays is the idea that sex will become partv of religion and a fornm
of worship or fullfilliment. And I wouldn't be suprised if some of the
wierd religious culis lelnlein postudidted won't come into bing in the
future. Not Tthat there haven't been plenty of relipious cults based on .
seX in one form or another already. but none as interesting as the one
in STRANGER 1 A STRANGE LAND.
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now LO succeea on

WITHOUT ERSLTY VRIZIHG
eyt by Jop Pilakd

e wenderful thing sbout *‘ax;ucm s YAt oven o noviee can soud 1ikoe
4 polished afioionado of Thivey yeaz ! sbonding by sirpdy folleowing, eXe
plieitly, vre sirply :w.s.e o‘axe ined ‘z& PetiShe TS :i...» *m‘”sm*a;ii"? a TP
SSCIET dooument:, meant for vour gves ouly {(Unless you Imppen To edik a
Frozing. tfe for mepmint snforn m%.x !) In eorresperding vith othor
Ten, alz»zm

Te L T JANGO0Ty even iIf you dou'é undeorotand 3t. Exaople : Bges
B0, e,:.n ’i:a,c;mms 0.0, awmisik, TAWF, DUFI! Ard don®™ forgeb 3%.% Ton®s
Lol cheer roetry? Uhen vou seb o ?.‘f.’ep?:.‘ . (zza.m: == 35 you %L & oY ceele
your correspendont wouldntt dsre sok ukat the hell voulwe u wEting obouts
Oz would ho? iell, then you can brainstorn your gmg jevgen. (Wkat PIZR
T?/M.J:-e"") Go abecd == 0y 35! A2S0, REVOY TSo e widely aceepied dorm
fo W*::am pewsen, ¥iace, or thing. Uos the frneaccepted ferms., {ie®es
% pun i wob o e Th ic o terhoott, icdiebic os b ey sourd,)

2o ITDNTION TOWR OlT B2 ZEZJT‘: It meales mo Giflevence whcthay ,,mm‘e svar
ggg,g & Sansine, .@t ziene g £ '%_2;___ nes  Dzmmple: hack o U580 uken ny shonde
1ived DTRDIENACK QUATITRLY wms *{;::.13_ g20ued see 7 (Mimish czcr‘};cwe any
UEY o wlsh, providing ”ov wentivn somy gyverd that ceoprred botusen 1935
and ‘900 3

2. DEOP MAMES: The hesv way o do :;z:.m 35 Lo drop anplagviems. TFauo

SLy ARG urLLe £0 nueh '*»m.z: errtal maberdald thal rov viil hove no »’ﬂc‘ufc&e
. 5 ' - a L 4 4 < v s

o all iF you u?..‘,._bf.!‘ "z Yes Berboy guid, T ... Y (Supply vouwr om
-l e 3 .

$a
gl
o)
£3
i
o)
i B
fv’.
g l

ind of o vete, %*c“'il;;‘.w) Tven the Lewson ""‘t EUDe

L)
e
{3 ¢

a's

i g‘ &T-‘
b
{

1y auste wen't be £blo to e I5 45 o rule of Yhwh, mmbweily,
YO De certain that Fowr corves c* gont and ¥Hhe quoled” do nob wmmile %o ozoh
otkar, Homes zoy aio Le cropped gemplevely out of contont, Idbel Zaous
cen’t Bt you a vib.

thy CRITICIZI BT VAG iEnerent ¢ ec?. ¢aR TPIte,

VEATAYY 4 golng Lo npalw | verticge ozn woke gxeeptions, i
i grex t:*"*“f?“ LEInIon "c gife! 7**35:0 r-:*-*.-';‘;:i:z;-;.. E‘v:&ifz_e-r, you fwovld *:mel‘ anything
u everyLhin ’, ;i.s,dw tolons woved amd wenom swriing. Bub ho mgmﬂ To

a3 S iy A3 ',.-.'; e LT
o0 C:‘O.!_QC“.L: TS B




P

[ U L I
SN o MR el Sl

sl ey

S Latedd

-
N

RN

o
A
-

LYNY
eI

GO

B ye e

i

e

i
wloa s

b daeaem iV

e s

R

. ISR
N e S e e

b
RN
WF e,
: [y}
.

e

gy e e

o Ns i

- N
P

T

e ve e e

Ay G2

im s

ey o
ST

fu el

.
[
N )

Yo,
YR SIS §

WK

v s W
Ll

P
- -

oL e
e B

e
had

gt
2y

i BT oy

R S i

e
2




Wl lee veiot thoetd
e Do . N s
“v.’qu,;t\«l‘ wortth thodr

LA

N Y B " %
o0 I whe rolidomn

W e s
PSR BACAREIN

he ,.Du‘-é»&.‘flﬂz SJ.‘

. Puise 309 hy
13 ..g O «i.,’{.‘gf‘t, Smeu o
31 uw:w;** of noear
TOPERLed e Ve

preey ~ nor b g e PO
| Sowlilo RS ¢IRks LYWL GOGTEN
| - .
‘ ot Y3 g PR
ook L - wlednl B
s -
e : A wap o 5 KA ey - iy v n»-«;m %
coft poand van chosbor argt o eens priag Flounrs eﬁ
A ey o y PN N ._‘\ b
3 FETANS S S R S AL T WAL EEIWN TG 3

o REN
Rt T enT
whede WeEAN

trarvaegd o

Y Yoinw é:{«l L

el o

R
T G AL Py s ey oy
(AR ARSI A ove

TN A YR TN
L3l ik 3 I

ot e S < % .
i s Sale s Wl A% e Wy b )
L LU TGN .i;&..‘.AQu ER
- RS
PALCHRENN ",‘. TN
B ) . . .
e R T e B xS0 u "
LN S TW ) u*:\}l PESUTR 6 33 ks o058 - n.-.r’ ‘\""i CJA‘. d.

- ~h7-.." s

[EXFRIN ML 50

e o
A<C¢An'\¢7lcf PR = AR

N - Y.
TEUVTS . TG

SAUETIN L)
-

e —
s I A A
E e ESLATO T o TS U I ACe I i XA £ Y

PR TN TR TOT ey




BILL BOWERS CINDER #6

the beach hotelis. which, Like all beach hotels, had once shone forth in
thedr Loy as nost moder forms of archetecture in their day; nouw howe
ever, having beon thronged by u»illicons from the countryside, they were di-
lapidated and, in a way, pitiful. They uwere descrted.

Hext came the wharchouses -- great huge boxoes they were, built For U
age and tapacity; nop for teauty, Intermimgled with then camo divisions
L the everapresent siwis; ragged tenaments, a few lonely (and once stately)
ouses, and the ocgassional, wesdshoked market place. Once, vhere would
have been & muxrmir of thousavds of voices, but not now: ‘they were deserted.

s
[}
o

Still futhur on (ocross the tracks, so to speak) « cane the ares onet Su-

burban, but wow suyrounded by the city. The perfectly laid out sireets
uere lined by "look-alike" houses, dingy for the most pard, but in rela-
vively gocd vepair, The yavds, consisting of seravny patches of weeds
dovting the sun-baked earth, contained an oscassicnal broken toy, droppeéd
oy a child when calied dndoors. - Bub no one was calling a child now: the
aren 1as deserted.

The band of small pusinesses and stores were lighted in their twn. The
small and erouded apariments over the svores, and the fow apartment buildm
ings, emitied no sound; not oven the blast of a television or wmuied rde
dio. In the stories velow, the cccasSsionsl customer was o nore, and the
lounging hangers~on were not scen. This section vas deserted.

Gradeally increasing in both height and size as Shey appreached the cenw
ver of the Lity proper, the tremendous office buildings and depsrinents
steres rocieved their share of tThe nising sun. It was wot time for the
business doy to begin yet, bub as one approached the western edge of the
city. the streets . very much like deen canyons and ravines, nob receiving
thier daun until Jator . were lined with parked cars: some oven oecuplied
the middle of the sitveets., They, like the buildings, were descried.

frd all over the planet, this scene was repeated (sove maybe, the edgo
of the city on which the auvbos were congregated), wp wntil nov.

This city's spaceport now made its presence evident: and it ws uoG
deserted, In the middle of the vast plain of scarred and pitted concrete,
the sun's rays glinted off the burnished surface of the last spaceship.
Arcund 3%, waiting for their turn to ascend, were grouwped the iast men
on the planet. Orudually the 1ifé diminished their numbers. unbil only
one was left. '

&

[0

The Fresident of the World Covernment tock his last look at his world,
& tear glimmered in his eye as he turied, and walked slouly fo the wal &
iftm,

b
e
0¥

Sl ealsl
The heat was alveady higher thsn uvsual at nidday before, even thoush the
sun had barely risen. And high overhesd bung suspended o mammoth bir g
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It scems T am in a stupor. Sinec the Midvescon I have done little
else but gaze at the fanzines vhich continue amassing, peer through ry
notes for fanzine ariticles, and read a feorr of the current magazines. I
an, in uncertain torms, chained by mafio and enjoying hell out of it,

How did it cono to this? 7T have veen in fandom & scant year since uy
re-entry, but I fanned too hard. And I wovld not reeormend this 0 Y=
one == least of all, any fan vhose efficiency tract is geared so lou as
nine.

One year ago iast June [ wrote like Deckinger fon some moterial. The
previous night I had been reading the AUAZTIG letter column and as 70~
stalggeally swayed by a letter writer's mention of fandom. The pub-
1ishing roach uas biting into me. I necded an outlet for all the thoughts
ard expectations which had been starning up rithin ne.

I neaded fandonm.

So. with the help of J:in Seipnan. a nonefan, »nd a Standard ditto I
published the third edition of the first CILH, It took three howrs to
run, onc hour and a half o collate and staple, and one hour to address.

I was in the rurning.

I subscribed to several Tanzines, looked up old fan frieunds, and began
to urdite., It vas miserable. the. carp I sent forth. Rog Ibert had tho
displeasurc of reading a few of my literary pieces. As I said, carp.
Coulson, too was allowed io gander over sone Gormania, He declined,
articulately., munbling aboub, " ... maybe in the future.¥ So at least
T 1ras blocked entrance inte one vhase of fanac.

&

<

I vas publishing ail alenge Since the ditto I'd purchased (it wa
graduation presgnt) didnit suit me I bought an AB Dick 93. It was a
mronderful mimeo. with several optional features, bui it was dorm ex-
pensive. Tco dann expensive.

T scold it for a profit and decided to have CILY professiondily mim
eographod. I fowyl a minister in o suburb of Cedar Fapids uho would do
the jobs

My uriting vas improving a bit ard I was placing wuite a few things,
Too many.

14 gaven uwp corrvespendence., I no longerhad friends. rather fellow
publishers and writers. There was no time for frieads. Too many dead-
lines, X



5D GORMAW CINDER fo

I was enjoying myself. I do not vant o nislead you. Fandon was all
I'd ever hoped it to oe. Recognition. Igoboo. Fanae. A1l three of
vhese irrefutavly in relacion. 411 threc of these sustaining 1y altbi-
TioNe

CILN mas sliding on i¥s poblication, Iid lost iy job and wuas loafing e
vhich would havo been fine for rionthly publicacion. Dut there was 1o no-
noy. My fLolks donaved scveral dollars a weck to the KEEP ED ALIVE CAll-
PAIGH but this wewt for such diverse arnd pleasing enverprises as girls
ard dances and drinking. There vas no woriey for the fanzine. cmd I s
half-suprised to see that I vas not too displeased rgh this.

Weiting, though. vent on all day 1 onf_:p I wouid rise at eight and
write uniil early afterucon. I wouldd then wentuwe dov mto awn am‘qy'
hangout (corbination. tavern. Grugstore. seda fountain) and vead and
pian vhav I wowld write the Following day. Quite alot of it was seill
rojected, but ny nunber of published pisces was mouning,

T waneed to be a hack.

Sowkis terrible, phoney. but tis true. Hore avd nore I sought pube
lication, T would not bo satisfied until three hundred Cornan pieces
say print. To hell with re.uriting and self-anglysis. I uanted Lo see
print as rmeh as possible and there was no tine for second diafis.

I was agreeing with ovory fangine editor vho asled for material.
there scened %o be guive 2 few. This pleased ro. of course, unbkil one
evening I counted the totol urber of promised piecest Tid %o . TUoniy-
sevenh. Twenty-scven!

I couldn’t do it and I krew it. I attenpted to devise tuenty-soven
individudi, topics and to e inverested in them, T couldn't. There.
fore I couldn’t write then. I tms depfeu:eu and di¢a’t touch the type~
uriter for wwo uecks.

I decided wo siacken iy ~viting pace and retuin to publiching. I phorec'i
George Dory Jong distonce ocud asked T\m for a cover.e He agreed. I wend
pauling letters Lo gevercl people thining for material. They complied.

T stenciled <he ent:v c ':mc and in edght and one holf houvrs. Aftera
vards. ue c‘v*o"c, o the rinisters hovse and smoked :r_d_ taiked as he win
cographed then, Then ¢ ¢ "1.:;;;0-.1 w0 ry house and Lionticelly stopnied
and naill LG La[,ccd ther. Lo nidnight thao n.v_g_h"o e irere chrough, weady
for bed: Bub, wwufamnishiy. we dreve out to the histiay to o rundoim

gloony tavern df’d drank a fewr beers before closing i

Theugn everything vas ready, T didn’t mail then the next 1*0*'3:'1.1“{; O
the newin ’l"m wecks went by and I hadn®t mailed then. They sat in 2
dus*by corner, unccuchicd, At aight iy cat slepe on a pile of then. and 3

¢ noraing wy sother dusted then off.

I bhad no ambiticn ovr enchusiagm. T was verslled by the thoushi of ans

e o

1<

Py



ED GORMAL CIMDER #6

vering letiers of commeni or of doing ancther issue.

I tried wmiting once nore, this time tlacking tho involved problems
nore forvently than ever. I wuas £illing »y pronmises. Dut I uas gathera-
ing nore, The nuiber of pledged pieces never flatered below tuenty.

Delirium came, drug my body to the iypowmriter and forced ne to hack
avay severali hours a day,

Finally T nade a decision, Gafia, I could not stand it any lonrer,
Gafla. gafia, gafias vonderiul, varnm, secure, peceless. GIAWOL.,

Two days later I mailed the CILNs and matched for the delupe of come
went, There was very little and i% amnoyed me, 1%d vorked hard on the
goddawed thing and no one payed any avoemntion.

I vas gafiating without o doubt. Yot I never did. Sonchow tinter left
and spring returned and so did ny job. I aksed Barr for another cover,

I am planning another fanzing.

If T can loap over this gofia which anchors me %o a g o7 existence, I'11
be able to publish it. The convention sapped ne. 1'd always wvarted %o
do a con report and retwrn the gricft others have shoved on ne. But oven
revenge failed to motivate re,

I could not nova,

How may arns are bhiginning to touch the typeuriter, and I truly &njoyed
Vic Ryan's "Banisn®. Enogsh so that I'd like to urite for the next issue.

Pornaps I wmill,nctr that I°ve scon hou mach longerthis article is than
I had intended.

Haybe I'11 be up to nidmight tonight. writing. eyoing the three hundwed
Digees published nmarvk.,

DEPARTURE by Bill Bowers (continued fupm page / 7)

wiakbing, vatching for an umiary prey. Then, suddenly, the bird wheeled
about. ard flapping itc gargantuan vings with evor increasing rapidity,
raced touvard the far-off nountains. Pursuing it, then outdistancing it.

care a thunderous roay as the ship aceelerated.
The land where polden silense had once reigned long ago had come anew,

Man had degarfed.
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(Dy 38 &y ess tho Uypos are dntontlonal. Clodl)

PARSECTION 7 (George Co VAllick, C56 fast Sto, ladisen, Ind, - every L5
days - O for $1) Rerwo, layout, and ot ere good, as they alirys are,
Rodd Doggs? ertiels en other fanderss is rather misplaced under the FAN
TISTORY sexies, yeb 1t mresemts sce interesting informaticn. lany of these
gardons are pert of st fondon, and othars are samlotely apart. This
55 a very nies piece of morlk, Sid Dirchibyds %Paging 1T Purvls! wmso very
imteresting wtil he rougt his tall: into Wes, Ifve mothing ggainst
ariicles cn UFC3, but I thought this wmas going to be an axxcepliconally
entertaining article on lypnotisn and 4llvsions, Itis a falrly ool arts
ipde, bub I was dimmappoinied. Rog Ibort has us wenderdng wict a crud
~ine 13 (I always eensidered a crudsino to be a poor fanzine) in his re-
¢ior golume The lotierool ard editerial avre interesting. Ceorge says
that cither SIAGEY or DISCORD will ploce M Lo Lhe Tgee Other zines
reminated vere MADAKKIX, FAIMC, M0 KILIZD SCIEICT FICTION?, and YANIRO.
T don't got SIMGOY @B IARARKUE hecause ry trade copiss were nob ansuvered
-4th Zsoues of oither: axd I didnit sco WO EIMER SF. So, for 1y cholso
itis 2 voss.up botueen FAILC, YAIINO, and DISCORD, FAILC ig finc fer revs,
YALRO 45 too vordng ab tines a tzke ry vote (suppocing I had ene), 8o

' DISCORD soems %o be the onge
Dagk %0 PARSICTTON: This isous
=8 snothar gocd ones Iive nevey
seen an issue of PAR ¢hat I
didn’ 1iko, Rating se= 7

TERROR Mr {Lerry Dyrd, PO Bex 714,
Costa lisea, Colif, « highly ire
regulor - 25¢) This iocue io
ecapletoly phiol offset, amd is
donred Ty an esellent cover by
Pote Plpocns, A1l of TERLORfs
art is gcocds. The editordsal io
fadr, ard o story typ lNepgio

. Capes is pretly folr faneliction,
A revisy of "FoeakS® by VAartlnw Klou¥ is quite interest ginco whe mevie
55 listed as o Felassie® and I'woe never zeard of it, Thare is an atlcle
on an aretusr hovmar movie proup, o fawibly childish satire of novie
gezind horepg, o rather Intovesting artlcle on the versions ¢f iho movie
®Colen®, & chewt thing by Dob Hooh, aid another of Billy Flotils Flisce
horver? colvmrse I hopo Lo gez moire. (mo note on the rerro. This is
coopletely phéio efisct as T said. €2 course, Itis poud; bub dhen cermurcd

to cthar pheto cffeet torl, 4Lt coxws uw redisere, Paling wws O
WATTICOT

M1 (Rich Btrgerca, 110 Donl Ste, Tow Torl 34, RY = quarterly -

20¢) This is on exeellently preduced Lfapoge discussion fanzines DRanmba

. Yings by Nich are imteresting: Derry’s columm varies Zyen Lovdng in places
to vy entertalning oihewmrice, An article by Irnext 4. Edidns is reprird-
ed fren the IATIOIAL KATUT s an oxcellent analysis of erdticlsn, Walt
31138t colum is culstanding. Jerry Delfuth wevicus YTho Ldsfits® (of
all movies)s A ocod Yotioveol and SAPS cerments £inish out tho iscue,

W oveadd -t

. T -







1

ey
o

(AN

Py
ENEXLVIRNDIEN

ST
Vb i

o

P Py

RSN

Sy
e

e

R

¢

sy

PO A

R

<
AR T )

RPN

i

[55

a

.o

[t Tele

o IR

'(.

e Jo-

AN b
T

e e g e

oald e e

FEL T g,y s

el dE e
) —

Ay
sei il d

- fag
7 Liviwr An

0D

Y

Y
A St aomieny §

. . L
preen T S 4
- 3 N P
B - . g
’ S i
. et .




&

D

.

STENCILS NOT YET PUNCTURED CINDER #6

WRR Vol 3 3 (28p; July '61) Otko Pfeifer, 2911 NE 50th St., Seatile 135,
Washingeton. Cestotner; free; bimonthly. Rating....3

ALTER-EGO #2 (38p; Summer *6i) Jerry Bails, 1710 Kerwood Dr. + Inkster,
I':iC'higano Ditto; 30;’5; qtmrterlyo Rﬁti'ﬂg EX-S7E 96

COMIC ART {2 (22p; Sept 61%) Dom Thompson and Maggie Curdds, Rm 27,
3518 Prospect Ave.. Cleveland 1%, Ohio, liineo; 20¢: irregular. Raiingeocech

POISON 2 {26py July 761) David Crossen. 44 Perry St.. leuv York i&. NY
¥ultilith: 20¢7%; ivremular, RAting.....ld :

FXE #11 (8ps 9/2/61), 2 (8p: 9/17/61) larry & Noveon Shaw. 16 Grant P1,
Staten Island 6. MY Idimeo; 104: biveekly. Ratinge....7 ’

DYRATRON ##5 {20p; July '61). #6 (20p: Sept !61) Roy and Crystal Tackett.

915 Creen Yalley Rd.. MW, Albuquerque, NI Iimeo; 158; bimonthly. Ratingeoeel:

HARBINGER #3 {12p; Hept 7617) Don Thompson, Rm 27. 3518 Prospact Ave.,
Cleveland 15, Chio, Ifimeo: free; irregular, Ratingl:.ce5

LES SPINGE :#6 (50p; Sept '61) Ken Cheslin, editor,. liineo: frees irregular.
Ratingevsoob Hew editor: Dave Hale, 12 DBelmont Rd.. Stourbridge. Morass, .
England

BLOB #t (Bp: Sept 61) Xen CGemiry, 3315 Ezell Rd.. Hashville 11. Tenn.
Hectograph: freef; irrvegular?. Ratingrcoe.e?

FANAC #78 (8pp + i6pp Seacen rpri; 9 Sepc.. *61) Walter Breen. 1205 Perw
alta fve,, Berkeley 6, Calif, Gestetner; 4/504: theoreticly biweckly.
Ratingar:om:-as

MIRAGE # (34pp: Sept '61?) Jack Chalker, 51t Liberty Heights Ave., Balti-
more, Md. Mimeo: 20¢; irregular. Ravingaseob

ABANTICO #1 (16pp; Sept '61) Bill Bowewrs, 3271 Shelhart Bd., Village of Hor-
ton {(near Barberbon), Ohic. Hecbo: 1563 bimonthly. Ratingooes =2

PROBE #2 (58pp: Auvg *61) William B, Neumorn, 2537 South $lih St., West X
Allis 19, Visconsin. Mimeo + Gestetner: I0Cs: irregular. Ratingoceeads

PARSECTIOH #9 {3Lpp;98BL '61) Geo Willick. 856 Bast.St., Modison. inde
Muleilithy 20¢; bimonthly. ¥Hew formav: color; great, Hatingeeo.s8

WHO®S WHO IH SF FANDOM (48pp) LD Broyles. Bi. 6 Box 443P. Waco. Texas
Photo.offset: 50¢; anmual. Listing of fans snd added info on them. Nice
coverage.

REATM OF FANPASY #6 (20pp; Oct '6i?) Jack Cascio, Box 122, Bagerviile, Iii,
Mimecy 20¢: quarterly. Rating ... b
DISCORD 14 ERedd Boggs, 2209 Wighland PL WE, Minneapolis. Minn. (tlpps

Sept '81) Ceoicuaer: i5¢ I40s prefered: oxausLltly . Bavingsene?



STENCILS NOT IET PUIICTURED

ceing an a'c:ce.pu co ackomwiedge all fanzines rex,leveda I'11 lisv ap-
propriate informatvion ard raie each magazine,

PARBECTION #8 (20p: Aug 1 *61) CGeo C Willick, 850 East St., ladison, Ind.
Hultilith: 20¢: every 45 days. Ratingoe... 6

ROVER #12 (30p: July °61) Art Hayes, Bird's Creek, Ontario, Canada. Ges-
toiner: free; quarterly. last issue. Rabing....4

SKYBIRD #2 (6p; Sept '61) Ron Haydock, 2771 San lavino, Los Angeles 6,
Calif. Ditto: 10¢; monthly. Ratingeco 3

BANE {5 (32p: Aug “61%) Vic Ryan, 2160 Sylvan Rd., Springfieid, 11l
Mimeo; free; quarterly. Ratinf.cece?

QAOL &3 (30p: June 61), # (86ps Avg 161) Gaul, Apt 405, 605 E. Denny
Way, Seattle 22, Washington. Gestetner; 15¢; bimonthly. RatinLe 0 o0o0obd

HEPTAGON #3 (32p: July '61?) Dave Locke, PO Box 207, Indian Lake. WY
Dit'to‘,’ ?54’: il‘regularm Ra.ti‘.ngoavrﬂgls‘

WARHOON #12 (50p: July ‘61) Richard Bergeron, 110 Bank St., New York 14,
NY., QCestetner:; 20¢; quarterly. Ratings....10

CADENZA #3 {26p; Aug '061) Charles Vells. 6'?9 Wilson Rd., NW, Atlanta 18,
Ga, Mimeo: ?0¢, irregular. Ra‘cmg““w&*

SI-FAN M (38p: June !61) Jerry Page, 193 Battery Fl.. NB. Atlanta 7, Ga,
Mimeo: 20¢; about quarteriy. Ratingeossc

PILIKIA #7 (32p; Jun~July '61) Chuck Devine, 922 Day Dr., Boise, Idaho.
Ditto: 15¢: binmonthly., Rating.c...b

HALFANTHOL #1 (28p; Junc '6%1) Don Fitch, 3908 Frijo. Cowina, Calif,
Cestetner: free; irvesuier?. Raltinfases 3%

SO WHAT #3 (k8p; August 'O }_* redevick IfG!T'OOCls 3 imes St., Cambridpe 39.
Mass. Mimeos 25¢: irvogularf. Ratingeseus ?.3
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Being a neofan @s the most cormplex of apprenticeships. There are too
many things to grasp, too many ideals o be pevpelrated. and ©oo rmuch an-
xiousness to combat. As socn as a certain depree of confidence has been
gained, the impulse most immediate to the neo is that he rust enter active
fandom at once.

These arve general stovements: tThey can be applied with rnore or less
maginification to the individuzl. There are very feu gensralities which
are aplicabie to fandom while retaining any level or indicatlivivy, for
the fan's interests and temperamenis and abilities are the least dew
finable things Iive ever obseovved,

Buc the pases of a neofan to an established fan are fairly obvious,
One bogins with correspondence, receives fanzines, and is brought into
the kin of active fandem. OFf course. the order of these occiwances can
be reversed, but ivs abt this perigg of fanning which I want to corment
Ol

Fandom has existed since 1939, Througn the years scveral hundred fans
nave come and gone, and revurned, and left once again. Severzl fandoms
have hnd their day, each sporving a different emphasis on a bHasic ine.
terest. And as yev there has bson no upheaval major enough to dismenber
fander:. and I doubt that Thove will be - barring the H dbomb, or a
wotalitarianistic governuent.

With this knoiledge the naoi‘aa ghould be able to Undef stand that there
i5 no great rush to ¥ame. At least. there needn!t be. He sheould take
things casuslly. at a spsed t-:hich allous enjoyment.

The vraits usually asscciated with the neo ave that he corresponds
repularly. that hels interested in stf, and that he collects maga-
zines and books. These ave the basic traics for all of fandem, with
a few cccentric exceptions. Buv for ithe ncofan these touchStones are
usually nore dear and are dealt with nove avidiy.

Ard in o nubshell, the definition of 21l this is sinply: enjoymenis.
That ic vhat fandom offers and delivers. And the neofan has an acute
sense for this pavmcula, type of enjoynent. This holds true
especially if the neo is a young fan. Science fiction is still rela-
tively new to hin. and any and all angles of it are met uvith fervid
elation.

-

This glogsy feeling vhich is derived from reading stf at the supper
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table, and ia the svening, and on Savurday afterncon, and pinching al-
lowances to gain so many new stf magazines has wo be axpressed in so-
cial terns. Therefore conrespor dence beginss

To me, even though the feeling is not experienced as wholly as it once
vas, chere is no greater thrill than discussing stf. Talking to someone
who is sympathetic to you, who understands what you rattle on about ==

[

thatis neofannish heaven, and a goed one it iSe
But why not svay in it avhile? That'!s what I'm attempiing to point
Ot o

After the correspomdence has progressed slightly, the neofan usually
begine to see more and more of active fandom. Somehow, even though the
gest for science fiction is still present. the hustle vhich active fan-
don demands overshadous it.

The cone~time letter friends vhich the neo had are slovly being ig-
nored, for the work involved in fan publishing becories at Times ap-
pallingly lavge. Less letier writing, more equally dmportant bub less
interesting chores. And it never stopes, bubt zather increases with time.
Yiore fanzines to reply ©Too, another issue to put out, an article for a
cercain fanzinc by a soon~to-hewreached deadlive ... on and cn .. 1ess
enjoyment: perseverance becomes the touchsione ceo WoOrk oeo work

I suppose a rather depressing poritrzit of active fanden may be harpe
Ful to the neofans less of balance., But I'n not sure about that hecaunsd
there is the chance that he!ll realize how J.uclqr he is and continue To
write letters and keep his friends on a regular vasis if he realizes just
how hectic fandom can be.

I'm not being pessimistic: vhatever work one puts intec fandom is re-
turmed. There i3 a very great en JQJ['.G"] in seeing cne’s labor amply done e

and in receiving letiters telling hinm such. The work is - usualiy not
dz'adgeryi_ Just sinply e« work. And that can be nauseous encugh at tines,
no matter how swmall or large the doses,

I move comiant wach fandor now than Tive ever tesn, and I'n working
norec Fandom reprssents to me a means of free e*q:xz'ession‘ 8 scale L00

ivoral to be el'ciﬂeJ, prudish or ivrelsvant., Within itself, it is a world
‘11ed. uith such an grray of pifis that it canit te Low’edn

i"; ‘

z

And in those stavements L mean the whole of fandonm, Hot just o ceriain
sepment, but all the clubs,; or cliches, and fanzine Followers.

The key to it all, horever, is relaxaciol.

Fandomis regognition is 31 ays there - itls waived for you since
1930, and after so long aper icd itts notlilrely thaco 1t uill be roiracied
at the last ingfont. S¢ welks youw Tho, moke fricnds. cvliivaie rove

)

T ol e v > ~ T Ao
daverests. Let your beanie propellors grouw slock -- hoave TWils

He W
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On the conivary thoy ore easy re@ople to gev along with, and T do not aes
ecept su nency fro cr1 persens o I do not reaslly enjory. O raﬁhcr, 1ot us
say I discouraga it (I somshor can®t sec myself refusing o accept sub
TIONOY oee) With noneresponce so latiers and a very strict enforcenment of
palicys (I can make iyoelf obnoidous silently ose) Ifve found vory fey
peosle I used s mothed en howovor. ilost people are pretty agroeahle
on the surfaee, There are fans vho do not. have the tine or the walomt
to write lctters of cormont conmctodtly,. oven if there wgre some asswre
ance their letters mould be published anyiay. They don’'t have a trade
cine. Thisc geal group boarc the bunt of the sub ratocs Thoy tuy a ovdb
Lo et GUO3T boeauso 1t’s the gnly wny thoy are going to get it chort of
contrilubing material or artiork. This moy be wfaisr.to those pseople,
uko 9asy VEE out for then of cowrse is o ruLlisn thelir ovn zine, or nrita
GLLLrD Of Coutaewul woe Ul 11_,11()4,11' U'lu‘udllb,“/. Cuoturnl woiling el 12d g
bﬁrlng after awhdle however, and fanden is gutied with funulueuo it's
an easier thing to just sub %o a xf\ 24nes you ospociaily like, if you have
ro tyade zine, and play tho otheyr fanoditors vho take lottors of camond
a5 trado for suelcrs and oUill keep up the strear cf inconing fanzinese
Sub néney is also better used if it is doted out regularly. Itve finally
vorked out a2 siuplc and vory easy J”"Z‘.&‘m uloreby each ner sud is racorded,
and ozeh igsls I lop fiftson cents off the sub _mongy loft, and spend only
the accwnllated Lifteen cowis. The spending of o 1hole 1¢SLfLL of sub
mongy in one tolnol lwump TGac more Tinancial troubles thon it awres
later ol I realized thic al toc date, if T 4igd usced 1y proesent SYGe.
ten aviile bock GIHO3T rould ucF ainost be poying for itgelf. So I honost. .
Iy 'mou that a trovieble conbimatlon of the subatrade«LlOC usiness con be
srranged so that the fon editer gets hile due, vhile the readers do not got
axiay uith bloody rurder yob ¢tilld enjoy a ccrialp £laxibility. 1y scales :
are cipred o tilt tovords the fancditor®s 8ide see Lub then ge» I'n 2 Lan-
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iloo vonderivl adwantare for seientist whe finds himsell confronted with
iiterally milljens of pagss ol new diycovoz"icm and experiments in his own
fieid. How thot is one spob vhere gpoed read Wf"s:; wuld cally e 2 Nno0eSe
sity just to keen vith the field. However T can't ima ao.mol; enjoying
svoed reading ANALOG oz GALAYXE, alchough oven ha‘m 'x;he?g m.gl.? be an ade
vanbage in that cne could probad ‘l"r skkin or ma’a raad the thole mag right

ot the nowsiand without .,he wrpence of purehasing the thinge
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THE FIRE CINDER #6

uriters of mediocre ability (as I assuge these
to be) takes first place over the publication of works of uriters of real
and proven ability, the resulitant publication is usually most aptly
termed a Y“erudzine”, no mavgee hou fine the layout.

. 4

Some people are able to read 83 pages or so per ninute == Theodore
Roosevelt could do someching of.the sort -~ but this seens to be an innnte
talont and such a- photographic newmory, if latent, may be developed by
speed reading course, but few have the rauw naterial needed, Spegedreading
does help in scamning factual naterial; one does learn to pick out the
cogent facts. the topic sentences fron a mass of bolstering material,
througn the process knoim as skirfdrf. The sppedreading techniques can
increase the reading speed. of morpal people. perhaps even double it, but
after a ccriain point comprehension does fall off. There s quite a
fad, some yeors ago. ©o0 give executives courses such as this: it was
dropred suddenly uvhon they began riaking too nany nistakes -~ passing
over small,. bur inportant, details inconbracts, eic. Skimning vy reading
chapter headings. leads of paragraphs. etc.. is sometimes uscful (indis-
pensible to librvarians, for example) but is dangerous if one misleads
oneself into belioving thab he has read the boolz,it way be satvisfactory
in reading for informavicn, but tho benefit and enjoyment of goecd prose
can cone only with 2 leisurely reading. as Boggs so graphically points
ovt in his lecvter.

I enjoy reading CINDER. but very few things about it a¥e really meme
orable. FEach issue you secm o core up with a coupie of ideas which ’
spark some respensc; but on the vhole the prescmiation of then isn‘t
vory inpressives

[And T quotel/

DON THOMPSON. m 27, 3530 Prospect Ave., Clevelund i5. Ohio .. /Reprinted

from HARBINGIR #3./ CIIMIR terds vo try too hard. irints Too much fan.
fiction (rmuch of it. wniitenticnally hilevious, ard .5 strangely enjoyable.

/%his seems o be the cvrrent opinion of 6INDER. "it's lousey but I love
- E

it." That's an extrenc. tut expresses what I moan.

lavry Shaw called CINDEL Urnot bad%. And Coulscen named it as usual .
Thus Tar the revieus kaven’ 't really raked CIMDER cver the coals. but ihen
they haven't been gocd. I vonder hou this issue uill go over./
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